The Canadian Encyclopedic Digest

Introduction

The Canadian Encyclopedic Digest (CED) is a complete legal encyclopedia, published by Carswell,
covering all areas of Canadian law. It consists of over 200 titles, each covering a specific legal topic,
across multiple loose-leaf binders. An online version of the CED can be accessed through WestlawNext
Canada. The CED is available in Ontario and Western Canadian editions. The handout will focus on the
Western Canadian loose-leaf edition of the CED. The CED is composed of three parts: the Subject Titles,
the Research Guide and Key, and the Index Key

Subject Titles

The CED is made up of over 200 subject titles, arranged alphabetically, across 50 loose-leaf volumes.
Each covers a distinct area of Canadian law and contains a table of classification, table of statutes, and
an index. The table of classification, located at the front of each subject title, provides a permanent
classification for each topic.
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Each paragraph in the CED is assigned a paragraph number. Conveniently, the table of classification,
table of cases, table of statutes, and index all refer to specific paragraph numbers. This makes it
convenient to move quickly between these finding aids and the contents inside the subject title.
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Each paragraph contains commentary on the law and is followed by references to case law and
legislation in the footnotes. Some subject titles contain annual cumulative supplements that highlight
new case law and legislative changes. It is important to check whether a particular subject title includes
a supplement to determine if the content is up-to-date.

§7 Under the Divorce Act, the term “child of the marriage™ means a child
of two spouses or former spouses who, at the material time,' is: under the
age of majority’ and who has not withdrawn from the charge of the
spouses; or is the age of majority or over and under the spouses’ charge
but unable, by reason of illness, disability or other cause, to withdraw
from their charge or to obtain the necessaries of life.?
1 Chartier v. Chartier (1999), 1999 CarswellMun 25 (8.C.C.) (existence
of parental relationship determined as of time family functioned as unit;
“material time” factor not affecting determination of parental relation-
ship, but applying to age considerations that are precondition to deter-
mination of need); H. (L) v. H (LH.) (1971), 1971 CarswellBC 101
(B.C. C.A.) (relevant time to determine whether child is child of mar-
riage being time of divorce). |
2 Divorce Act, R.S.C. 1985, c. 3 (2nd Supp.), 8. 2(1) “age of majority™
[en. 1997, c. 1, 5. 1(3)] (age of majority determined by law of province
where child ordinarily resides or, if child ordinarily resides outside



Research Guide and Key

The Research Guide and Key contains a user guide describing how to use the CED. It also contains a
Statutes Key and Regulations Key. For example, the Statute Key lists every section of every statute
mentioned in the CED and highlights its location (volume, subject title, and paragraph) within the
encyclopedia. This can be extremely helpful if you would like to research a particular statute section. If
you were interested in section 6(4) of The Children’s Law Act, SS 1997, c. C-8.2, the Statute Key indicates
that you could consult Volume 10 - Subject Title 25 - Paragraph 1287.

Children’s Law Act, 1997
S5. 1997, c. C-8.2
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Index Key

The Index Key features an alphabetical list of all subject titles in the CED. It also contains a topical index,
with extensive cross references, that is easy to navigate. References in the index are made to the
volume, subject title, and paragraph number. For example, Volume 10 — Subject Title 25 — Paragraph 23
discusses the definition of a child in Saskatchewan.
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B. British Columbia .
. 10-25§12

C. Manitoba.......10-25§13
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Using the CED Effectively
If you are not sure which subject title your legal topic is located in, try consulting the Index Key. The

Index Key is an extremely helpful tool when you are not sure where a particular topic might be located
in the CED.



The Canadian Abridgment Case Digests

Introduction

The Canadian Abridgment Case Digests is a comprehensive collection of digests of Canadian court
decisions published by Carswell. It contains digests, or brief summaries, of almost every reported
Canadian case since the 1800s. Using the Abridgment will enable you to locate relevant case law on a
particular topic very quickly. This handout will focus on the print version of the Abridgment. An online
version of this resource is available through WestlawNext Canada.

Classification System

The Abridgment organizes case digests, across approximately fifty hardcover volumes, according to a
legal topic classification system. Case digests on a point of law can be located by identifying where that
topic lies within the classification system. For example, case digests on the parental duty to pay child
support when children are attending school is located here in the classification:

Family Law

IV. Support
2. Child Support = Volume 43
a. Duty to Contribute

iv. Child at School

_

Case Digests

Using the Abridgment effectively involves consulting one of the hardcover volumes and then the
softcover cumulative supplement located directly beside that hardcover volume. Every case digest
features a digest number, classification code, keyword, and citation. Digests are numbered

consecutively within each volume and contain a classification code indicating where the digest is located
within the classification.

Digest Number S

56 V2ah) «——  (lassification
Support — Child support — Duty to contrib- Code

ute — Child at school —— Child, aged 18, was in

mother’s sole custody before moving in with boy-

friend — Child worked full-time before entering

university away from home in September 2009 —

Keywords — ——s

Mother petitioned for variation of child support and
other relief, and issue arose as to whether child was
child of marriage — Time for determination as to
whether child was child of marriage was not date
child ceased living with mother but date support
i 5 was being claimed — Child relocated in part to
Rigest avoid three-hour commute to school — Child left
home in attempt to withdraw from parental charge
by seeking well-paying employment, but did not
achieve withdrawal — Child's earnings from part-
time employment still left her in need of assistance
of parties — Child was not child of marriage when
she moved and worked full-time, but reacquired
that status when she entered university.

Case Name Thompson v. Thompson (2010), 248 Man. R. (2d)
A il 228, 2010 CarswellMan 13, 2010 MBQB 7, Carr J.
and Citation (Man. QB.).

Finding Tools

Three finding tools can help you to navigate the Abridgment and determine where legal topics are
located in the classification:



Canadian Encyclopedic Digest (CED) - Headings in the CED feature cross references to the
Abridgment. For example, the CED’s section on child support law and children over the age of
majority directs readers to Volume FAM.IV.2.a.iii — Family law — Support — Child Support — Duty
to Contribute — Age of Child to see case digests from this area of the law

PART I — CHILD SUPPORT §100

(c) — Child Over Age of Majority

See Canadian Abridgment: FAM.IV.2.aiii Family law — Support —
Child support — Duty to contribute — Age of child; FAM.IV 2.a.iv Fam-
ily law — Support — Child support —Duty to contribute — Child at
school

§99 Unless otherwise provided under the Federal Child Support Guide-
lines or the Manitoba or Ontario guidelines, where a child to whom a child
support order relates is the age of majority or over, the amount of the child
support order is: the amount determined by applying the guidelines as if
the child were under the age of majority; or, if the court considers that

Key & Research Guide

The Key & Research Guide contains the complete topical classification system by which the
Abridgment organizes case digests. For example, it indicates that child support case digests are
located in Volume 43 Reissue.

The following classifications appear in
Volume 43Reissue.

2. Child support

— for child support cases specific to

iv. Child at school
v. Child withdrawing from
parental control

General Index

provincial or Federal Child Support
Guidelines, see IV 3; issues peculiar to
children born outside marriage, see
XIV; effect of domestic contracts, see
V.3.c; award subject to review, see
IV2e
a. Duty to contribute
— legal relationship of parent and
child, see X1
i. General principles
ii. Who is a parent
iii. Age of child

vi. Means of parents
— variation on change in
means, see IV.2.
A. General principles
B. Imputed income
1. Parent deliberately
unemployed or un-
deremployed
2. Parent quitting job
to return to school
3. Miscellaneous
C. Social assistance

Legal concepts arising out of the Abridgment’s digests are alphabetically listed in the index. For
example, digests on child support law and children at school are found at: FAM 43 Reis. 659-
1079 (Family — Volume 43 Reissue — Digests 659-1079) and FAM 43Supp. 68-171 (Family —
Volume 43 Supplement — Digests 68-171).



Child support
* Conflict of laws, see Conflict of laws
* Duty to contribute

=+ Age of child, FAM 43Reis.497-658; FAM
438upp.32-67

*+ Child at school, FAM 43Reis.659-1079;
FAM 43Supp.68-171

*+  Child withdrawing from parental control,
FAM 43Reis.1081-1306; FAM
43Supp.172-222

¢+ General principles, FAM 43Reis.1-361;
FAM 43Supp.1-16

*+  Means of parents

s Disparity in income or lifestyle, FAM
43Reis.1554-1574; FAM 43Supp.240



