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An Evolution…. 





Resource Shift 



Future of Libraries: 
A Service, Not a Space 



We have an image problem 





“The purpose of the work on making the future is not to decide what 
should be done tomorrow, but what should be done today to have a 
tomorrow.” 





• Subscriptions 
• WestlawNext Canada 

• LawSource 
• CriminalSource, FamilySource, and LabourSource 

• O’Brien’s Internet 
• rangefindr 

Digital Subscriptions  



• Emond Publications 
• More than 50 titles available in the Working With 

the Law series and Casebook Collection. 
 

• Irwin Law e-Library 
• More than 100 online textbooks, including the 

entire Essentials of Canadian Law series. 

Ebooks 



• HeinOnline 
• Full text of over 700 legal periodicals from the United 

States, Canada and the Commonwealth. 
• Includes provincial statutes, English Reports, and all US 

Supreme Court decisions. 
• Lawyers Weekly 

• Published 48 times a year, Lawyers Weekly provides 
lawyers with information essential to maintaining and 
building a successful practice in today’s competitive 
business environment. 

• Saskatchewan Law Review 
• Complete issues in full text from 2013. Prior issues 

available on HeinOnline. 

Online Journals 



Welcome to the Digital Utopia 

• What is the digital utopia? 
 

• The characteristics of digital information 
 

• What does this mean for the legal information world? 
 

• Principles of the digital utopia 
 

• Examples from the digital utopia 



Welcome to the Digital Utopia 



Characteristics of Digital Information 

• Downloadable 
• Uploadable 
• Coping 
• Pasting 
• Editing 
• Altering 
• Reformatting 
• Resizing 
• Reshaping  
• Current 

 
 

• Accessible 
• Searchable 
• Sharable 
• Storable 
• Transportable 
• Reproducible 
• Rewriteable 
• Printable 
• Transmittable 
• Wide range 

 



What does this mean for legal information?  



Principles of the Digital Utopia 



Principles of the Digital Utopia 

1. Case law and legislation are accessed digitally 
 

2. Digital books have a wider reach than print books 
 

3. Public access to the law has never been better 
 

4. The Members’ Section is your gateway to the digital utopia 
 
 
 
 
 

        Adapted from Courthouse Libraries BC 



New Brunswick: 
Public Legal 

Education and 
Information 

Service (PLEISNB) 

Nova Scotia: 
Legal 

Information 
Society of NS 

(LISNS) 

Newfoundland: 
Public Legal 
Information 

Association of NL 
(PLIAN) 

Alberta: 
Centre for Public 
Legal Education 
Alberta (CPLEA) 

British 
Columbia: 

People’s Law 
School 

Manitoba: 
Community Legal 

Education 
Association of 

MB Ontario: 
Community Legal 

Education 
Ontario (CLEO) 

Quebec: 
Éducaloi 

Prince Edward 
Island: 

Community Legal 
Information 

Association of 
PEI (CLIAPEI) 

Saskatchewan: 
Public Legal 
Education 

Association of 
Saskatchewan 

(PLEA) 

Principles of the Digital Utopia 

Public access to the law has never been better 
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Principles of the Digital Utopia 

1. Case law and legislation are accessed digitally 
 

2. Digital books have a wider reach than print books 
 

3. Public access to the law has never been better 
 

4. The Members’ Section is your gateway to the digital utopia 
 
 
 
 
 

    Adapted from Courthouse Libraries BC 



Principles of the Digital Utopia 



Examples from the Digital Utopia 

• Let’s look at some examples that demonstrate the amazing 
advantages of online legal research over print legal research 
 

• Online resources will save you time because they are far more 
efficient than print resources 
 

• Online resources enables you to accomplish things never before 
possible with print resources 
 



Examples from the Digital Utopia 

• Searching for a case of unknown name: 
 

• I am trying to locate a Queen’s Bench judgment by Justice 
Gerein, made somewhere in the last few years on arbitrary 
detention  
 

• Unfortunately, I cannot seem to recall the name of the 
decision 

 



 









Examples from the Digital Utopia 

• Noting up case law: 
 

• I would like to note up R v Lewko, 2002 SKCA 121 on 
WestlawNext 
 

• In particular, I would like to identify all appeal level decisions 
that have cited R v Lewko 



Examples from the Digital Utopia 









Examples from the Digital Utopia 

• Finding similar case law with the Abridgement: 
 

• R v Lewko, 2002 SKCA 121 is a leading case dealing with the 
refusal to comply with roadside screening demand  
 

• I would like to locate additional case law dealing with this 
same legal topic 
 



Examples from the Digital Utopia 







Examples from the Digital Utopia 

• Researching historical legislation: 
 

• What did The Real Estate Act, SS 1995, c R-1.3 look like in 
2004? 



Examples from the Digital Utopia 







Examples from the Digital Utopia 

• Using eBooks to pinpoint content: 
 

• I seem to recall an Irwin law texts about torts that 
mentioned “the duty of care” 
 

• Unfortunately, I cannot remember the title, author, or date 
the book was published   



Examples from the Digital Utopia 









What's 
Next? 

 



Burn the Books 





BUT… 
 



YES! 

We at the Library are ready to burn 
all of our books, demolish our 

buildings & embrace the Digital 
Utopia – 

 

But … 
 





No, we’re not quite there yet… 



• Storable & retrievable 
• Transportable 
• Searchable 
• Reproducible 
• Re-writable 
• Attractive 
• Printable 
• Universally Accessible 

Properties of Digital Texts 



• Portable Document Format 
• Navigable 
• Searchable (unless text is scanned as image) 
• Attractive 
• Printable 
• Universally compatible 
• Easy to share by email or upload 
• NOT writable once created 

PDF Files 



• Secure 
• Attractive 
• Navigable? (usually) 
• Searchable (not always) 
• Printable (sometimes) 
• Copying text? (sometimes, sort of) 
• Storable, shareable? (generally not) 
 

 

eBook Formats 



























































 
Digital myth:  
It’s all online 



Digital Reality: 
It is difficult and expensive to maintain an online 
collection of high-quality legal resources, and 
even more difficult to create those resources in-
house. We have come a long way, but have a 
long way to go.  

 



Digital myth:  
Once it’s online, traditional research skills are no 
longer required – I already know how to shop 
online … 

 



Digital reality:  
Effective online research requires at least as 
much skill and knowledge as print research. The 
sources are varied in their content, organization, 
and mode of access. It is dangerous to assume 
you know how to find it because you have used 
google. 

 



Digital myth:  
But the best stuff is all on the Members Section, 
you don’t have to look beyond there – I mean, 
you guys have taken care of us right? 

 



Digital Reality:  
We’re doing our best! But no, there is still a vast 
world of legal texts and primary materials that 
cannot be accessed from the Members Section. 
And the sources that are available there are not 
guaranteed to be there forever. It’s all about 
$$$. But we’ll try! 



It is important the Library continues to maintain 
physical copies of textbooks, as these are still the 
best resource when learning about a particular 
area of law. 
 
The Library has many resources which are not 
available on-line, so this would all be lost 
without the Library being maintained. 



Role of Staff 





 
 
Law Society Library staff make it easier to find 
resources and they are experts at information 
management. 
 
The Library staff are key to effective research 
and are able to locate things I would not 
otherwise find. 



The Library staff are knowledgeable and can 
reduce my time in coming up with appropriate 
resources considerably. The staff are not 
dispensable, It is an error to think that lawyers 
can effectively research topics without further 
training. 

 



• Phone: 306-569-8020  306-933-5141   
  (Regina)  (Saskatoon) 
 

• Email: reference@lawsociety.sk.ca 
 

• In person: Regina Library  Saskatoon Library  
  2425 Victoria Ave 520 Spadina Cres E 
   
   

 
 

Questions? 

mailto:reference@lawsociety.sk.ca
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