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Overview 

• What is CanLII? 

• CanLII scope 

• Why should you use CanLII? 

• Searching for case law 

• Searching for legislation 

• Organizing your results: LexBox 

• Search Scenario 



How Often Do You Use CanLII? 

• Daily 
 

• Weekly 
 

• Monthly 
 

• Do not use 



What is CanLII? 

• CanLII is a non-profit organization funded by the Law Societies 
of Canada and managed by the Federation of Law Societies of 
Canada 
 

• CanLII provides free online access to Canadian law at canlii.org 
 

• CanLII supports lawyers, the practice of law, and the public by 
providing an easily accessible, fully searchable, and online 
source of Canadian law 

http://www.canlii.org/en/info/about.html 



CanLII Scope 

• CanLII provides access to more than 1.3 million cases and 
thousands of statutes 
 

• CanLII provides complete coverage of all Canadian case law 
from 2000 to date 
 

• As a result of a Law Society Library digitization project, CanLII 
now features a virtually complete record of all reported 
Saskatchewan case law back to 1909 

http://www.canlii.org/en/databases.html 



Why Should You Use CanLII? 

• 2012 study by CorbinPartners: 
 
• Approximately nine in ten lawyers use CanLII for online legal 

research  

• A first stop for legal research 

• Some of the reasons for using CanLII include ease of use, 
convenient access, and the depth of the case law and 
legislation collections  

http://www.canlii.org/en/info/CanLII2012SurveySummary_en.pdf 



Why Should You Use CanLII? 

• How does CanLII compare to subscription resources like 
Quicklaw or WestlawNext? 

 
• Favourable cost 

 
• Comparable access to case law and legislation 

 



Searching for Case Law 



Searching for Case Law 

• Finding particular cases: 
 
• The easiest way to find a particular case is to search by 

citation 
 

• Let’s locate Hoffmann v Monsanto, 2007 SKCA 47   
 







• CanLII Connects: 

• Legal commentary, summaries, and 
digests of case law 

• Free, accessible, and open 

• Member driven 

• Only qualified members of the legal 
community are permitted to post 

 



Searching for Case Law 

• Searching for a case of unknown name: 
 
• You are looking for a Queen’s Bench judgment by Justice 

Gerein, made somewhere around 2011 or 2012 on arbitrary 
detention  
 

• Great opportunity to sort and filter search results 
 

 









Searching for Case Law 

• Noting up cases:   
 
• CanLII can search for judicial considerations of case law and 

legislation 
 
• Has the Court of Appeal’s 2012 decision in R v Gunn, 2012 

SKCA 80 ever been considered by a Saskatchewan court? 
 

 



 







Searching for Case Law 

• Locating tribunal decisions:   
 
• CanLII provides access to a decisions from twenty 

Saskatchewan tribunals 
 









Searching for Case Law 

• CanLII Search Accelerator Plugin: 
 
• The highlight and launch feature enables you to launch and 

search CanLII from any website   
 

 







Searching for Legislation 



Searching for Legislation 

• Consolidated Saskatchewan legislation is obtained from the 
Queen’s Printer, available from 2003 to the present,  and 
updated weekly on CanLII 
 

• Past versions of statutes are available through a point-in-time 
feature  
 

• Previous versions of statutes can be compared to current 
statutes  
 

• Legislation on CanLII is not considered official  
 

qp.gov.sk.ca 



Searching for Legislation 

• Access to Saskatchewan legislation through a  single convenient 
website 

 
• CanLII’s major advantage is it’s searchability 
 
• Better coverage of past Saskatchewan legislation than Quicklaw or 

WestLawNext 
 
 



Searching for Legislation 

• Locating legislation on CanLII:  
 

• Legislation can be located with the legislative title 
 

• Legislation can be browsed by province 
 

• Let’s locate The Saskatchewan Farm Security Act, SS 1988-
89, c S-17.1 
 
 

 













Searching for Legislation 

• Point-in-time legislation: 
 
• CanLII can be used to conduct point-in-time research and to 

see how statutes appeared in the past 
 

• Let’s determine how The Traffic Safety Act, SS 2004, c T-18.1 
appeared in 2007 
 
 
 

 

















Searching for Legislation 

• Searching for equivalent legislation: 
 
• CanLII’s search functionality enables you to search the full 

text of in-force and repealed legislation with ease 
 

• This can be used to easily identify legislation that addresses 
a particular topic or equivalent legislation from another 
jurisdiction 

 



Searching for Legislation 

• Searching for equivalent legislation:  
 

• I am researching section 204(1) of The Traffic Safety Act  
 

• Speed limits when passing emergency vehicles  
 204(1) No person shall drive a vehicle on a highway at a 
 speed greater than 60 kilometres per hour when passing an 
 emergency vehicle that is stopped on the highway with its 
 emergency lights in operation.  

 
 

 
 

 













Organizing Your Results: LexBox 



Organizing Your Results 

• LexBox: mylexbox.com 
 

• What do you do when you find what you are looking for? 
 

• Organize, store, and save your findings 
 

• An online legal research workspace to organize your online 
legal research  
 

• Track when case law or legislation is cited 
 

http://www.slaw.ca/2015/07/16/of-lexbox-and-the-promise-of-convenience-for-canlii-users/ 







• Monitoring case law with LexBox: 

• Construct a search that retrieves the 
case law you are interested in 

• Set up a LexBox “alert feed” 

• Indicate how you would like to be 
notified 



App.mylexbox.com 



Scenario 
Two undercover police constables enter a bar where they believe 

drugs are being sold. They notice two young men (the accused and a 

friend) who look suspicious, approach them and ask to buy some 

cocaine. The accused then sells them a small amount of powder 

cocaine. The next day the constables arrest the accused and charge 

him with drug trafficking. Given that the police asked to buy drugs, is 

entrapment a viable defense? 

 



Scenario 

• Step 1: Brainstorm for keywords 
 

• Undercover, police, bar, drugs, suspicious, ask, request, 
cocaine, powder, trafficking, guilty, entrapment, dealing, 
selling, narcotics, controlled substances  
 

 



Scenario 

• Step 2: Identify concepts, group keywords 
 

• Concept 1: drugs, controlled substances, narcotics 
• Concept 2: trafficking 
• Concept 3: entrapment 

 
 



Scenario 

• Step 3: Create search query 
 

• (drugs OR “controlled substance” OR narcotics) AND 
trafficking AND entrapment 
 

 



• Phone:                         306-569-8020 

 

• Email:                           reference@lawsociety.sk.ca 

 

• Website:   http://www.lawsociety.sk.ca/library 

 

• In person:                  Law Society Library 

   Court House, 2nd Floor 

   2425 Victoria Avenue 

   Regina 

    

   

 

 

Ask a Librarian! 

mailto:reference@lawsociety.sk.ca
http://www.lawsociety.sk.ca/library
http://www.lawsociety.sk.ca/library

