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Did you use a law library during 

law school?



What do you think of when you 

hear the word library or librarian?  



https://librariandesignshare.org/2015/05/18/that-librarian-
with-the-beard/



https://info.askalibrarian.org/2016/09/29/librarian-superhero-images-
for-instagram/?doing_wp_cron=1553013589.4720880985260009765625



Who Are We?

• A part of the Law Society’s “Legal Resources & 

Communications” department

• A tool to enhance lawyer competence, which is a 

part of the mandate of the Law Society

• Our goal is to facilitate access to legal 

resources, no matter your location



Library Services

• Members and articling students can access:

• Print resources

• Online resources

• Research Services

• Saskatchewan-focused legal publications



Regina Queen’s Bench Court House Saskatoon Queen’s Bench Court House

2425 Victoria Ave 520 Spadina Cres E

Library Locations



Research Assistance

• Ken and I are your legal resource navigators:

• We can help locate whatever you are looking for

• Contact us if you need help locating a text, case, 

statute, or journal article

• We can research a point of law, trace a statute, or 

search a database for you

• Need to brush up on your research skills?  Call us!



lawsociety.sk.ca/legal-resources





Generic Username: 
summerstudents

@lawsociety.sk.ca

Generic Password: 
PurpleLemonade



HeinOnline
Emond eBooks

Irwin Law eLibrary
vLex Canada

WestlawNext Canada
O’Brien’s Internet

Rangefindr





lsslib.wordpress.com
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Starting Your 

Legal Research

Or: Why Legal Research? 



Why Legal Research?

www.rollingalpha.com/2013/03/13/the-perils-
of-online-trading-platforms-intrade-com/



Why Legal Research?

https://www.legal500.com/assets/pages/client
-insight/welcome-to-the-jungle.html



Why Legal Research?

https://www.lawsociety.sk.ca/media/395080/co
deconsolidatemarch2018.pdf



Why Legal Research?

“A litigator who has  not conducted sufficient research 

faces the possibility of being sued by his client, and 

also censure by the court itself through an award of 

costs … Failure to understand the law or conduct the 

research necessary to gain an understanding of it will 

result in personal liability to the client.”

Catherine Best

legalresearch.org/essentials/importance-of-legal-

research



How do you start 

legal research? 





• Legal research is: 

• Is iterative

• Is messy 

• Includes mistakes and missteps

• Has multiple starts and stops

• Isn't static

• Rarely complete after the first attempt

How Do You Begin Legal Research?



CanLII.org



How Do You Begin Legal Research?

Secondary 
Sources

Primary Law



• Where can you find secondary sources?

• Law Library Catalogue

• Irwin Law ebooks (Members’ Section)

• Emond ebooks (Members’ Section)

• CanLII’s Commentary

• Source Products (WestlawNext)

• Canadian Encyclopedic Digest (WestlawNext)

• HeinOnline (Members’ Section)

How Do You Begin Legal Research?



• Where can you search for case law?

• CanLII

• Quicklaw Advance

• WestlawNext (Members’ Section)

• vLex Canada (Members’ Section)

• Canadian Abridgment (WestlawNext) 

How Do You Begin Legal Research?



• Your Keyword search strategy:

• Step 1: Brainstorm for keywords

• Step 2: Identify concepts

• Step 3: Create search query

• Step 4: Execute search and analyze results

• Step 5: Reformulate search

How Do You Begin Legal Research?



•AND robbery AND weapon

•OR (weapon OR knife OR gun)

• “ ” “child of marriage”

• (  ) (drugs OR “controlled substance”)

• creat* create, creation, creating, etc

• /p officer /p ask

• /5 officer /5 ask

How Do You Begin Legal Research?



• Common Search Syntax:

• AND robbery AND weapon

• OR (armed OR weapon OR knife OR gun)

• “ ” “child of marriage”

• (  ) (drugs OR OR “controlled substance”)

• creat* creature, creation, create, creating, etc

• /p officer /p ask

• /5 officer /5 ask

How Do You Begin Legal Research?

Robbery Weapon
Both 
Terms

Narrows the search & Less results

AND



How Do You Begin Legal Research?

Knife Gun
Both 
Terms

OR

Broadens the search & More results



How Do You Begin Legal Research?

•AND robbery AND weapon

•OR (weapon OR knife OR gun)

• “ ” “child of marriage”

• (  ) (drugs OR “controlled substance”)

• creat* create, creation, creating, etc

• /p officer /p ask

• /5 officer /5 ask



Organizing your 

legal research?





Organizing Your Legal Research?

• What do you do when you find what you are looking 

for?  Go to LexBox!

• Free workspace to organize your  research 

• Save cases, legislation, and search queries

• Track when case law or legislation is cited

• Download at mylexbox.com









Organizing Your Legal Research?

• Monitoring case law developments with LexBox:

1. Construct a CanLII search that retrieves the case 

law you are interested in: “arbitrary detention" /p 

charter

2. Click “Set up alert feed”

3. Indicate how you would like to be notified



Mylexbox.com



Exploring Secondary Sources
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• Helpful secondary sources?

• Library Catalogue & Subject Resource Lists

• Canadian Encyclopedic Digest (WestlawNext)

• Source Products (WestlawNext)

• CanLII Connects & Commentary

Exploring Secondary Sources 



lawsociety.sk.ca/legal-resources



• Subject Resource Lists

• Provide the titles of key texts, eBooks, CPD 

materials, journals, legal encyclopedias, and 

provincial and federal legislation for a particular 

area of the law.

• The guides are intended to be used by those 

starting new legal research projects and to 

ensure that obvious resources are not missed.

Exploring Secondary Sources 







• Canadian Encyclopedic Digest

• Comprehensive legal encyclopedia 

• Excellent starting point for legal research

• Broad overview, leading cases, and current 

legislation

Exploring Secondary Sources 



• Canadian Encyclopedic Digest

• Comprehensive legal encyclopedia 

• Excellent starting point for legal research

• Broad overview, leading cases, and current 

legislation



• Canadian Encyclopedic Digest

• Comprehensive legal encyclopedia 

• Excellent starting point for legal research

• Broad overview, leading cases, and current 

legislation

• The CED is made up of over 200 subject 
titles

• Each title covers a broad topic like 
Children or Banking



• Canadian Encyclopedic Digest

• Comprehensive legal encyclopedia 

• Excellent starting point for legal research

• Broad overview, leading cases, and current 

legislation



• Canadian Encyclopedic Digest

• Comprehensive legal encyclopedia 

• Excellent starting point for legal research

• Broad overview, leading cases, and current 

legislation Paragraph

Footnote

Canadian 

Abridgment 

Link



• Canadian Encyclopedic Digest: 3 Strategies

• Browsing 

• Keyword searching

• Through case law

Exploring Secondary Sources 







• Canadian Encyclopedic Digest: 3 Strategies

• Browsing 

• Keyword searching

• Through case law

Exploring Secondary Sources 









• Canadian Abridgment Digests

• Collection of case law digests

• Covers almost every reported decision since the 

1800s  

• Locate digests of every case dealing with a particular 

legal topic

• Accessible through the CED

Exploring Secondary Sources 





Full Text Link

Digest

Citations



• Canadian Abridgment: 2 Strategies

• Through the CED 

• Through case law

Exploring Secondary Sources 







• Westlaw Next Source Products

• CriminalSource, EmploymentSource, EstateSource, 

FamilySource, LabourSource

• Collections of Carswell commentary, eBooks, and 

online loose leafs

• Over 30 ebooks and online loose-leafs on your 

desktop

Exploring Secondary Sources 







• Browsing

• Keyword 
Searching







• CanLII Connects

Exploring Secondary Sources 



CanLIIConnects.com





• CanLII Connects: 3 Strategies

• From CanLIIConnects.com

• From a case 

• From the search results

Exploring Secondary Sources 









Canlii.org/en/commentary



Canlii.org/en/commentary





• Free versus commercial resources?  

• How does CanLII compare to commercial resources 

like Quicklaw or WestlawNext?

• Thoughts?

Exploring Secondary Sources 
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