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        Overview 

1. Your LSS Legal Resources 

2. Good Practices for Legal Research

3. Artificial Intelligence (AI) Tools 

4. Targeted Resources

5. Scenario

Please report this session in your Member Profile for one CPD 
credit.  

https://lss.alinityapp.com/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2F


Your LSS Legal Resources 

We support you and expand YOUR competency to 
practice law and serve clients well through excellent 
resources and information expertise:

▪Digital Resources

▪Spaces 

▪Print Resources 

▪Research Expertise 

If it takes longer than five minutes to find, ask us! 



Your LSS Legal Resources: Digital  

Log in to our Member Resource Section to access 
outstanding digital resources, right on your desktop or 
device.

Visit lawsociety.sk.ca

https://www.lawsociety.sk.ca/members-section/
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Your LSS Legal Resources: Digital 

Log in to our Member Resource Section to access 
outstanding digital resources, right on your desktop or 
device.

The total cost of 

these resources for 

a sole practitioner 

would be $37,000.

https://www.lawsociety.sk.ca/members-section/


Your LSS Legal Resources: Spaces 

Resource library spaces are available in Regina and 
Saskatoon, offering free Wi-Fi, comfortable workspaces, print 
resources, and in-person expertise. 

 Regina King’s Bench Court House         Saskatoon King’s Bench Court House



Your LSS Legal Resources: Print 

Request print resources in person, by email, or phone:

reference@lawsociety.sk.ca

306-569-8020

Catalogue request

Visit in person

mailto:reference@lawsociety.sk.ca


Your LSS Legal Resources: Print 

Request print resources in person, by email, or phone:



Your LSS Legal Resources: Print 

Request print resources in person, by email, or phone:



Your LSS Legal Resources: Print 

Request print resources in person, by email, or phone:



Your LSS Legal Resources: Print 

Request print resources in person, by email, or phone:
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Request print resources in person, by email, or phone:



Your LSS Legal Resources: Expertise 

We support lawyers by providing research expertise and 
connecting lawyers with the best resources available. 

RESEARCH SERVICES

• Locating primary law or commentary

• Providing advice about using resources or 

an efficient research process 

• Recommending the best resources for an 

area of law

• Conducting targeted legal research on a 

point of law or as a part of a subject 

search

CONTACT 

• Email reference@lawsociety.sk.ca

• Call 306-569-8020

• Visit in person

COST

• Up to 30 minutes of free research 

assistance per lawyer per question.  

• Beyond this, a research fee will ne 

negotiated  ($120 per hour)

mailto:reference@lawsociety.sk.ca


Your LSS Legal Resources: Additional FREE CPD

You may also be interested in this additional free CPD on 
legal resources: 

▪CPD 371 – Discover YOUR vLex 

▪CPD 340 – Discover YOUR CanLII

▪CPD 320 – Discovering YOUR Westlaw: Get the Most Out 
of this Amazing Tool! 

▪CDP 320 – Searching Saskatchewan Legislation 

https://vimeo.com/882247503/dbf27ead4f
https://vimeo.com/882247503/dbf27ead4f
https://vimeo.com/882247503/dbf27ead4f
https://vimeo.com/882247503/dbf27ead4f
https://vimeo.com/764285790/64a5f77e4f
https://vimeo.com/764285790/64a5f77e4f
https://vimeo.com/764285790/64a5f77e4f
https://vimeo.com/764285790/64a5f77e4f
https://vimeo.com/manage/videos/683944248/1dafc8fd56
https://vimeo.com/manage/videos/683944248/1dafc8fd56
https://vimeo.com/manage/videos/683944248/1dafc8fd56
https://vimeo.com/manage/videos/683944248/1dafc8fd56
https://vimeo.com/manage/videos/683944248/1dafc8fd56
https://vimeo.com/640108114/4c702fe8da
https://vimeo.com/640108114/4c702fe8da
https://vimeo.com/640108114/4c702fe8da
https://vimeo.com/640108114/4c702fe8da


YOUR LSS Legal Resources 

Are there any online resources you don’t currently have 
access to that you would like to be able to access online?

▪We regularly trial new online resources and negotiate with 
legal information vendors to ensure your access to 
resources 



OUR TOP FIVE TIPS

Good Practices for Legal Research



Good Practices for Legal Research

Tip One: The best legal research

▪ Is iterative

▪ Is messy 

▪ Includes mistakes and missteps

▪Has multiple starts and stops

▪ Isn't static

▪ Is rarely complete after the first attempt



Good Practices for Legal Research

Tip Two: Visit the Legal Resources homepage if you aren’t 
sure where to start. 

https://www.lawsociety.sk.ca/legal-resources-library/


Good Practices for Legal Research

Tip Three: Use commentary to energize your research.

▪ Free to use sources
▪ Our print resource catalogue
▪ CanLII’s Commentary

▪ Commercial sources: 
▪ Irwin Law/Emond Publishing ebooks
▪ Westlaw/Quicklaw ebooks
▪ Canadian Encyclopedic Digest
▪ Halbury’s Laws of Canada

▪ Case Law Summaries:
▪ Canadian Abridgment (Westlaw) 
▪ CanLII (Connects and AI Summaries) 
▪ Law Society of Saskatchewan CaseMail Newsletter  
▪ Quicklaw Newsletters 

https://casls-primo-prod.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/primo-explore/search?sortby=rank&vid=01CASLS_LSOS&lang=en_US
https://casls-primo-prod.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/primo-explore/search?sortby=rank&vid=01CASLS_LSOS&lang=en_US
https://www.canlii.org/en/commentary/
https://www.canlii.org/en/commentary/
https://www.lawsociety.sk.ca/legal-resources-library/research-tools/case-mail/
https://www.lawsociety.sk.ca/legal-resources-library/research-tools/case-mail/
https://www.lawsociety.sk.ca/legal-resources-library/research-tools/case-mail/
https://www.lawsociety.sk.ca/legal-resources-library/research-tools/case-mail/


Good Practices for Legal Research

Tip Four: Learn to use online and offline resources in 
tandem.

▪ It can be difficult to understand how digital resources are 
organized without any sense of how the corresponding print 
resources are organized 

▪ Using Vinyl & Spotify to Understand Legal Information



Good Practices for Legal Research

Tip Five: Choose the best resource.

▪Primary law coverage across Canada’s free and 
commercial legal databases (CanLII, Quicklaw, vLex, 
Westlaw, etc.) is largely comparable with similar coverage 
being offered. 

▪Commercial resources far exceeds free resources in 
terms of the digital commentary content available.  



CanLII vLex Westlaw
Cost Free to use Commercial Commercial

Who? Public Commercial Commercial

Searchability Comparable Enhanced functionality Comparable

SK Legislation Current & Historical None Current Only

SK Tribunals Excellent None Poor 

Commentary • CanLII Connects 

case digests 

• Growing collection of 

miscellaneous 

commentary 

• Emond eBooks

• Irwin Law eBooks 

• Legal news and blogs 

• Selected journals  

• Vincent AI

• Articles & newsletters

• Canadian Abridgment

• Canadian Encyclopedia 

Digest

• Case law digests

• Citing references

• Criminal Source, 

Employment Source, Estates 

Source, Family Source, 

Labour Source

• O’Brien’s Forms

• Words & Phrases



Good Practices for Legal Research

Bonus Tip: Use  commentary as a quick way to advance to 
primary law and vice versa.  

Linked 

Footnote

Canadian 

Abridgment 

Link



Good Practices for Legal Research

Bonus Tip: Use  commentary as a quick way to advance to 
primary law and vice versa.  

Canadian Abridgment Digests
• Collection of case law digests
• Covers almost every reported decision 

since the 1800s
• Locate digests of every case dealing 

with a particular legal topic
• Easily accessible through the CED

The CED is an online textbook and a 
quick way to advance to case law 
authorities on point



Good Practices for Legal Research

Bonus Tip: Use  commentary as a quick way to advance to 
primary law (and vice versa).  



Good Practices for Legal Research

Bonus Tip: Use  commentary as a quick way to advance to 
primary law and vice versa.  



Artificial Intelligence (AI) Tools

You have access to vLex 
Vincent:  

• An extractive AI tool

• It extracts significant key 
concepts from an 
uploaded document 

• Then, it retrieves 
contextually relevant 
results from within the 
vLex platform 

Watch CPD 371 – Discover 
YOUR vLex 

https://vimeo.com/882247503/dbf27ead4f
https://vimeo.com/882247503/dbf27ead4f
https://vimeo.com/882247503/dbf27ead4f
https://vimeo.com/882247503/dbf27ead4f


Artificial Intelligence (AI) Tools

You have access to AI generated case summaries on 
CanLII (AB, MB, PEI, and SK)



Artificial Intelligence (AI) Tools

Commercial legal technology companies are launching 
generative artificial intelligence (GenAI) tools in Canada: 

▪ LexisNexis Quicklaw+ AI (Launched in Canada in June 
2024) 

▪ Thomson Reuters Westlaw CoCounsel AI (Launched in 
Canada in June 2024) 

▪ vLex GenAI (Not yet available in Canada)



Artificial Intelligence (AI) Tools

GenAI tools on the internet 
are not generally suitable for 
legal research. 

Examples 

• Open AI ChatGPT

• Microsoft CoPilot

• Google Gemini

Reading & Watching

• Guidelines for the Use of 
Generative Artificial 
Intelligence in the Practice of 
Law / Law Society of 
Saskatchewan

• Two Things AI Can Help With 
/ Bite Size CPD (Episode 
157)

• AI Handbook for Legal 
Professionals in 
Saskatchewan / Deans 
Forum on Access to Justice 
2024 

chatgpt.com
chatgpt.com
https://copilot.microsoft.com/
https://copilot.microsoft.com/
https://gemini.google.com/app
https://gemini.google.com/app
https://www.lawsociety.sk.ca/wp-content/uploads/Law-Society-of-Saskatchewan-Generative-Artificial-Intelligence-Guidelines.pdf
https://www.lawsociety.sk.ca/wp-content/uploads/Law-Society-of-Saskatchewan-Generative-Artificial-Intelligence-Guidelines.pdf
https://www.lawsociety.sk.ca/wp-content/uploads/Law-Society-of-Saskatchewan-Generative-Artificial-Intelligence-Guidelines.pdf
https://www.lawsociety.sk.ca/wp-content/uploads/Law-Society-of-Saskatchewan-Generative-Artificial-Intelligence-Guidelines.pdf
https://www.lawsociety.sk.ca/wp-content/uploads/Law-Society-of-Saskatchewan-Generative-Artificial-Intelligence-Guidelines.pdf
https://vimeo.com/1016144339
https://vimeo.com/1016144339
https://law.usask.ca/documents/attachment-5-group-2-df-follow-up-report-legal-info-service-provider-2024.pdf
https://law.usask.ca/documents/attachment-5-group-2-df-follow-up-report-legal-info-service-provider-2024.pdf
https://law.usask.ca/documents/attachment-5-group-2-df-follow-up-report-legal-info-service-provider-2024.pdf
https://law.usask.ca/documents/attachment-5-group-2-df-follow-up-report-legal-info-service-provider-2024.pdf


   Targeted Resources

Targeted Resources for FCAA lawyers   

▪Administrative

▪Business

▪Commerce 

▪Consumer Protection

▪Debtor-Creditor

▪Mortgages

▪Pension

▪Securities



   Targeted Resources

Online Commentary

vLex: Irwin Law eBooks

• Bankruptcy & Insolvency 
Law ( 2015) 

• Law of Partnerships & 
Corporations (2018) 

• Mergers, acquisitions, and 
other changes of corporate 
control (2020) 

• Pension Law (2021) 

• Personal property security 
law (2022) 

• Securities Law (2023) 



   Targeted Resources

Online Commentary

vLex: Emond Working With 
the Law Series eBooks

• Administrative Law and 
Principles, (2024)



   Targeted Resources

Online Commentary

Westlaw: Canadian 
Encyclopedic Digest (2024) 

• Administrative Law

• Debtor and Creditor

• Pensions — Private

• Pensions — Public

• Mortgages (Western)

• Securities

• Securities and Stock 
Exchanges



   Targeted Resources

Online Commentary



   Targeted Resources

Case Law

Westlaw: Canadian Abridgment 
Digests (2024) 

• Administrative law

• Bankruptcy and insolvency

• Business associations 

• Debtors and creditors

• Financial institutions

• Pensions

• Securities 



   Targeted Resources

Print Commentary

• Canadian Business Corporations 
Act Annotated (2024)

• Canadian Law of Mortgages 
(2018) 

• Digital Commerce in Canada 
(2020)

• Duties of Securities Brokers in 
Canada (2021)

• Hearings Before Administrative 
Tribunals (2016) 

• Principles of Administrative Law 
(2020)

• Securities Regulation in Canada 
(2019) 

https://casls-primo-prod.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/q3poag/01CASLS_LSOS_ALMA215309570003477
https://casls-primo-prod.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/q3poag/01CASLS_LSOS_ALMA215309570003477
https://casls-primo-prod.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/q3poag/01CASLS_LSOS_ALMA215309570003477
https://casls-primo-prod.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/q3poag/01CASLS_LSOS_ALMA2112299810003477
https://casls-primo-prod.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/q3poag/01CASLS_LSOS_ALMA2112299810003477
https://casls-primo-prod.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/q3poag/01CASLS_LSOS_ALMA2117929950003477
https://casls-primo-prod.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/q3poag/01CASLS_LSOS_ALMA2117929950003477
https://casls-primo-prod.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/q3poag/01CASLS_LSOS_ALMA2118639930003477
https://casls-primo-prod.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/q3poag/01CASLS_LSOS_ALMA2118639930003477
https://casls-primo-prod.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/q3poag/01CASLS_LSOS_ALMA2118639930003477
https://casls-primo-prod.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/eo4bmu/01CASLS_LSOS_ALMA217419740003477
https://casls-primo-prod.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/eo4bmu/01CASLS_LSOS_ALMA217419740003477
https://casls-primo-prod.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/eo4bmu/01CASLS_LSOS_ALMA217419740003477
https://casls-primo-prod.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/q3poag/01CASLS_LSOS_ALMA2117339980003477
https://casls-primo-prod.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/q3poag/01CASLS_LSOS_ALMA2117339980003477
https://casls-primo-prod.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/q3poag/01CASLS_LSOS_ALMA2116539800003477
https://casls-primo-prod.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/q3poag/01CASLS_LSOS_ALMA2116539800003477


   Targeted Resources

Forms & Precedents 

Print 

• Carswell's form and precedent 
collection : corporate 
precedents (2015) 

Online

• Westlaw: O'Brien's 
Encyclopedia of Forms (2024)

• Division I, Commercial 
and General

• Division II, Corporations 

https://casls-primo-prod.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/q3poag/01CASLS_LSOS_ALMA215694740003477
https://casls-primo-prod.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/q3poag/01CASLS_LSOS_ALMA215694740003477
https://casls-primo-prod.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/q3poag/01CASLS_LSOS_ALMA215694740003477
https://casls-primo-prod.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/q3poag/01CASLS_LSOS_ALMA215694740003477
https://www.lawsociety.sk.ca/members-section/
https://www.lawsociety.sk.ca/members-section/
https://www.lawsociety.sk.ca/members-section/


Scenario

A good search technique that can broadly be applied to any 
online resource or area of law.  



Scenario

Our example scenario:  

▪A will was found in the testator’s files, but it had been 
crumpled up and ripped into three pieces. Will the will 
be revoked? 



42

CanLII.orgRobbery WeaponBoth 
Terms

Narrows the search & Less results

ANDOR

Broadens the search & more results

Both 
Terms

GunKnife



Scenario

Common search syntax include:

▪AND robbery AND weapon

▪OR  (armed OR weapon OR knife OR gun)

▪ “ ”  “child of marriage”

▪ (  )  (drugs OR “controlled substance”)

▪ creat! creature, creation, create, creating, etc 

▪ /p  officer /p ask

▪ /5  officer /5 ask



Scenario

Keyword Search Strategy:

▪Step 1: Brainstorm for keyword

▪Step 2: Identify concepts

▪Step 3: Create search query

▪Step 4: Analyze results

▪Step 5: Reformulate search



Scenario

Keyword Search Strategy:

▪Step 1: Brainstorm for keyword

▪ Will, estates, destroyed, damaged, crumpled, ripped, revocation



Scenario

Keyword Search Strategy:

▪Step 2: Identify concepts and group synonyms

▪ CONCEPT 1 = wills

▪ CONCEPT 2 = estates

▪ CONCEPT 3 = destroy / rip / damage / tear

▪ CONCEPT 4 = revocation



Scenario

Keyword Search Strategy:

▪Step 3: Create search query

▪ Advanced Search Formula:  

▪ (1a OR 1b OR 1c) AND (2a OR 2b OR 2c) AND (3a OR 3b OR 3c)

▪ 1 and 2 and 3 are distinct CONCEPTS

▪ 1a, 1b, 1c are variants of CONCEPT 1



Scenario

Keyword Search Strategy:

▪Step 3: Create search query

▪ Advanced Search Formula:  

▪ wills AND estates AND (destroy OR rip OR damage OR tear) 



49



50

Is this a reasonable 
number of results?  



Can we improve this 
search?  How?





What is our next 
step?



54











Do we still need to 
look at these 58 

cases?
Can we fix this?



60



Scenario: A will was found in the 
testator’s files, but it had been 

crumpled up and ripped into three 
pieces. Will the will be revoked? 

Facts: will, rip, tear
Legal concepts: revocation

First search: wills AND estates AND 
(destroy OR rip OR damage OR tear) 

Refined search: EXACT(wills) AND 
EXACT(estates) AND (destroy OR 

damage OR rip OR tear)

Result: More than 40,000 cases and 
2000 legislative documents

Result: 33 Saskatchewan legislative 
documents

Result: Section 16 of The Wills Act, 
SS 1996, c 14.1

New search: “burning tearing or 
otherwise destroying” 

Result: 13 Saskatchewan cases

Refined search: EXACT(wills) AND 
EXACT(estates) AND ((destroy OR 
damage OR rip OR tear) /5 will)

Result: 17 Saskatchewan cases

Mapping Our 

Research Trail

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

Result: Two recent Court of Appeal 
decisions



Alan Kilpatrick (he/him)

Co-Director, Legal Resources

Law Society of Saskatchewan

alan.kilpatrick@lawsociety.sk.ca

Thank You

mailto:alan.kilpatrick@lawsociety.sk.ca
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