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• Law Society of Saskatchewan

• A regulatory body within delegated with the 

responsibility of governing lawyers in the 

province

• Governed by a board of lawyers and non-

lawyers, the Law Society sets and enforces 

standards for admissions, conduct, and quality

• Not funded by or affiliated with the government

Lawsociety.sk.ca



What is CanLII?What is CanLII?



What is CanLII? 
• The Canadian Legal Information Institute (CanLII):

• CanLII is a non-profit funded by lawyers

• Provides free access to Canadian law at 

canlii.org

• Easily accessible, fully searchable, and online

• The best place to find the law 



What is CanLII? 
• The Canadian Legal Information Institute (CanLII)

• CanLII provides access to more than one million 

court cases and thousands of statutes

• CanLII provides complete coverage of all 

Canadian court cases from 2000 to date

• CanLII features a growing collection of tribunal 

decisions



canlii.org



Case law Legislation

What is the Law?  



What is the Law?  

• What is legislation?

• Bills are proposed statutes that have not yet 

passed the legislative process

• Statutes (Acts) are written laws passed by the 

legislature

• Regulations are subordinate legislation that 

provide additional details about a statute

https://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/laws-
lois/index.html



What is the Law?  

• What is case law?

• Written decisions from judges in the courts 

across Canada



What is the Law?



Canada’s Court System



Canada’s Court System

https://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/csj-sjc/ccs-ajc/02.html

https://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/csj-sjc/ccs-ajc/02.html
https://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/csj-sjc/ccs-ajc/02.html
https://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/csj-sjc/ccs-ajc/02.html
https://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/csj-sjc/ccs-ajc/02.html
https://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/csj-sjc/ccs-ajc/02.html


Canada’s Court System
• Saskatchewan Court of Appeal (SKCA)

• Hears appeals on all civil and criminal matters

• Saskatchewan Court of King’s Bench (SKKB)

• Serious criminal offences, most family law matters, 

and civil matters greater than $30,000 

• Saskatchewan Provincial Court (SKPC)

• Most criminal matters, youth matters, small claims, 

traffic tickets, bylaws, and some family matters

• Administrative Tribunals & Boards

• Established by legislation

sasklawcourts.ca



Saskatchewan Court of 
King’s Bench (SKKB)

Saskatchewan 
Provincial Court (SKPC) 

Supreme Court of 
Canada (SCC)

Saskatchewan Court 
of Appeal (SKCA)

Administrative
Tribunals





Legal Citation

• Case law citations 

Ravdahl v Saskatchewan, 2009 SCC 7

Plaintiff Defendant

Neutral 
Citation

Versus
Year Court Decision #



Legal Citation

• Case law citations 

Year Curt

R v Lewko, 2002 SKCA 121

Reiter v Powell, 2016 SKQB 100

R v Piapot, 2016 SKPC 38



Legal Citation

• Statute citations 

The Trustee Act, 2009, SS 2009, c T-23.01

Statute title Chapter

Versus

Citation 

Year

Statutes of 
Saskatchewan



Legal Citation

• Statute citations 

Year Curt

The Family Property Act, SS 1997, c F-6.3

The Business Name Registrations Act, RSS 1978, c B-11

Criminal Code, RSC 1985, c C-46

National Flag of Canada Act, SC 2012, c 12



Year Curt

New Brunswick:
Public Legal 

Education and 
Information 

Service (PLEISNB)

Nova Scotia: 
Legal 

Information 
Society of NS 

(LISNS)

Newfoundland:
Public Legal 
Information 

Association of NL 
(PLIAN)

Alberta:
Centre for Public 
Legal Education 
Alberta (CPLEA)

British 
Columbia:

People’s Law 
School

Manitoba:
Community Legal 

Education 
Association of 

MB Ontario:
Community Legal 

Education 
Ontario (CLEO)

Quebec:
Éducaloi

Prince Edward 
Island: 

Community Legal 
Information 

Association of 
PEI (CLIAPEI)

Saskatchewan:
Public Legal 
Education 

Association of 
Saskatchewan 

(PLEA)

Researching the Law

http://www.legal-info-legale.nb.ca/
http://www.legal-info-legale.nb.ca/
http://www.legal-info-legale.nb.ca/
http://www.legal-info-legale.nb.ca/
http://www.legalinfo.org/
http://www.legalinfo.org/
http://www.legalinfo.org/
http://www.legalinfo.org/
http://publiclegalinfo.com/
http://publiclegalinfo.com/
http://publiclegalinfo.com/
http://publiclegalinfo.com/
http://www.cplea.ca/
http://www.cplea.ca/
http://www.cplea.ca/
http://www.publiclegaled.bc.ca/
http://www.publiclegaled.bc.ca/
http://www.communitylegal.mb.ca/
http://www.communitylegal.mb.ca/
http://www.communitylegal.mb.ca/
http://www.communitylegal.mb.ca/
http://www.cleo.on.ca/en
http://www.cleo.on.ca/en
http://www.cleo.on.ca/en
https://www.educaloi.qc.ca/
http://www.cliapei.ca/
http://www.cliapei.ca/
http://www.cliapei.ca/
http://www.cliapei.ca/
http://www.plea.org/
http://www.plea.org/
http://www.plea.org/
http://www.plea.org/
http://www.plea.org/


• Plain Language Resources

• Public Legal Education 
Association of 
Saskatchewan (PLEA)

• Plain language legal 
information for 
Saskatchewan residents

• Sub-websites:

• Family Law Saskatchewan 
(FamLi)

• Legal Information for 
Newcomers (NewLi) 

• Teachers & Schools

Researching the Law

https://www.plea.org/
https://www.plea.org/
https://www.plea.org/
https://www.plea.org/
https://familylaw.plea.org/
https://familylaw.plea.org/
https://familylaw.plea.org/
http://newli.plea.org/
http://newli.plea.org/
http://newli.plea.org/
http://newli.plea.org/
http://newli.plea.org/
https://teachers.plea.org/
https://teachers.plea.org/


Researching the Law

Regina Law Society Library
Regina King’s Bench Court House
2425 Victoria Ave
306-569-8020
reference@lawsociety.sk.ca
Monday – Friday: 9am-4pm

Saskatoon Law Society Library
Saskatoon King’s Bench Court 
House
520 Spadina Cres E 
306-933-5141, 
reference@lawsociety.sk.ca
Monday – Friday: 9am-4pm

mailto:reference@lawsociety.sk.ca
mailto:reference@lawsociety.sk.ca


Year Curt

Using



Written decisions





• Searching for a known case law

• The easiest way to find a case is to search 

by neutral citation

• You can also search by case name

• Let’s locate Hoffmann v Monsanto, 2007 

SKCA 47 

Using CanLII











http://www.canlii.org/t/27tc



Using CanLII

• Searching for administrative tribunal decisions

• CanLII provides access to a decisions from 

over twenty Saskatchewan tribunals

• For example, the Office of Residential 

Tenancies, the Information and Privacy 

Commissioner, the Human Rights Tribunal, 

etc. 











Using CanLII

• Searching for legislation

• Legislation can be located on CanLII in two 

ways:  

• Browsed by province

• With the legislative title

• The Administration of Estates Act, SS 1998, 

c A-4.1











• Searching for case law that cites legislation

• You are searching for case law that 

comments on The Saskatchewan 

Administration of Estates Act, SS 1998, c A-

4.1

• How many times has section 14 of been 

considered in the court?

Using CanLII











Using CanLII
• Keyword searching

• Search results produced by CanLII are only 

as good as the keywords entered by the user

• Create search keywords representing the 

legal concepts in your case to search for 

relevant case law and legislation

• Conduct background research, familiarise 

yourself with common legal terms and 

phrases, and read case law and legislation

http://www.canlii.org/t/27tbhttps://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLEN09msFpx6JD6kn3W5m3qFs-pjB4LmnJ



Using CanLII

• Keyword searching 

• Am I entitled to child support for a child over 

the age of 18 currently attending full time 

university and living at home? 

• "child support" "adult child" "age of majority“



"child support" "adult child" "age of majority"







Phone: 306-569-8020 / 1-877-989-4999

Email: alan.kilpatrick@lawsociety.sk.ca

Links

CanLII: The Canadian Legal Information Institute: www.canLII.org

CanLII and Legal Research Video Series: 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLEN09msFpx6JD6kn3W5m3qFs-pjB4LmnJ

The CanLII Primer Legal Research Principles and CanLII Navigation for Self-Represented 

Litigants: http://www.canlii.org/t/27tb

How Are New Laws and Regulations Created? https://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/laws-lois/index.html

Journey to Justice Book: A Practical Guide to Representing Yourself in Court  

http://waymarklaw.ca/guidebook/

Reading and Understanding Case Reports: A Guide for Self-Represented Litigants 

http://www.canlii.org/t/27tc

Questions?  

http://www.canlii.org/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLEN09msFpx6JD6kn3W5m3qFs-pjB4LmnJ
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLEN09msFpx6JD6kn3W5m3qFs-pjB4LmnJ
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLEN09msFpx6JD6kn3W5m3qFs-pjB4LmnJ
http://www.canlii.org/t/27tb
https://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/laws-lois/index.html
https://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/laws-lois/index.html
https://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/laws-lois/index.html
http://waymarklaw.ca/guidebook/
http://www.canlii.org/t/27tc
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