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Overview

• What is Legal Information?  

• What is the Law?

• What is Secondary Law?

• Legislation Resources 

• Canada’s Court System

• Case Law Resources 



The law

Content 
written to 

explain 
the law

Primary Law Secondary Law 

What is Legal Information? 



Case law Legislation

What is the Law?  



What is the Law?  

• What is legislation?

• Bills are proposed statutes that have not yet 

passed the legislative process

• Statutes (Acts) are written laws passed by the 

legislature

• Regulations are subordinate legislation that 

provide additional details about a statute



What is the Law?  

• What is case law?

• Written decisions from judges in the courts 

across Canada



What is the Law?



What is Secondary Law?  



What is Secondary Law?  
• Content that explains, summarizes, or analyzes the law:

• Annotated legislation

• Blog posts 

• Case law summaries

• Conference materials 

• Encyclopedias

• Government websites

• Journals

• Legal dictionaries

• Textbooks & eBooks



What is Secondary Law? 
Who are Canada’s legal publishers?  

• Carswell (Thomson Reuters)

• LexisNexis (Reed Elsevier)

• Irwin Law

• Emond Montgomery Publishing

• Emergence of nontraditional publishers?



Legislation Resources



• How does legislation become law?

• Proposed legislation is introduced as a bill:

• To introduce new legislation

• To change, amend, or repeal existing 

legislation

• Bills must pass the “legislative process” to 

become law

Legislation Resources 



• To become law, a bill must pass the “legislative 

process”

• First Reading: Bill introduced 

• Second Reading: Debate occurs 

• Committee Stage: Bill examined and researched   

• Third Reading:  Bill is put to a final vote

• Royal Assent:  Royal assent is granted

• Coming In Force: Assent, Date, Proclamation, 

Order in Council

Legislation Resources 



Legislation Resources 

• Bills (Proposed acts)

• Locating Provincial bills

• Legislative Assembly of Saskatchewan

• Locating Federal bills

• LegisInfo  

https://www.legassembly.sk.ca/legislative-business/bills/
https://www.legassembly.sk.ca/legislative-business/bills/
https://www.parl.ca/legisinfo/Home.aspx?ParliamentSession=43-2
https://www.parl.ca/legisinfo/Home.aspx?ParliamentSession=43-2


• Locating provincial bills

• Legislative Assembly of Saskatchewan

• As the body that oversees the creation of 

legislation in Saskatchewan, the Legislative 

Assembly hosts a wealth of useful resources 

on the “Legislative Business” area of its 

website

• https://www.legassembly.sk.ca/legislative-

business

Legislation Resources 

https://www.legassembly.sk.ca/legislative-business/
https://www.legassembly.sk.ca/legislative-business/
https://www.legassembly.sk.ca/legislative-business/
https://www.legassembly.sk.ca/legislative-business/










• Locating federal bills 

• LegisInfo 

• Created by the Senate, the House of 

Commons and the Library of Parliament.

• Provides extensive information about Federal 

bills - including reading dates

• https://www.parl.ca/legisinfo

Legislation Resources 

https://www.parl.ca/legisinfo
https://www.parl.ca/legisinfo








Legislation Resources  

• Statutes (Acts)

• Locating Provincial Statutes

• Publications Saskatchewan

• Locating Federal Statutes

• Justice Laws

• Canadian Legal Information Institute  

• CanLII 

https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/#/freelaw
https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/#/freelaw
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/
https://www.canlii.org/en/
https://www.canlii.org/en/


Legislation Resources

• Statute citation 

The Trustee Act, 2009, SS 2009, c T-23.01

Statute title Chapter

Versus

Citation 

Year

Statutes of 
Saskatchewan

Canada Elections Act, SC 2000, c 9



• Locating provincial statutes: 

• Publications Saskatchewan

• Authoritative and quick source for 

Saskatchewan legislation

• A comprehensive collection of current 

legislation

• http://www.publications.gov.sk.ca/freelaw/

Legislation Resources  

http://www.publications.gov.sk.ca/freelaw/
http://www.publications.gov.sk.ca/freelaw/












• Locating federal statutes 

• Justice Laws

• Online access to federal legislation

• Official for the purposes of law

• https://laws.justice.gc.ca

Legislation Resources  

https://laws.justice.gc.ca/
https://laws.justice.gc.ca/












• Locating provincial & federal statutes 

• Canadian Legal Information Institute (CanLII) 

• CanLII is a non-profit funded by lawyers

• Free access to Canadian law (legislation and 

case law) at https://www.canlii.org

• An “unofficial” source of legislation

Legislation Resources  

https://www.canlii.org/


• Canadian Legal Information Institute (CanLII) 

• A complete collection of current Saskatchewan and 

federal statutes.  

• Statutes can be located on CanLII:  

• With the legislative title

• Browsed by province

• The Administration of Estates Act, SS 1998, c 

A-4.1

Legislation Resources  











Canada’s Court System



Canada’s Court System

https://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/csj-sjc/ccs-ajc/02.html

https://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/csj-sjc/ccs-ajc/02.html
https://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/csj-sjc/ccs-ajc/02.html
https://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/csj-sjc/ccs-ajc/02.html
https://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/csj-sjc/ccs-ajc/02.html
https://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/csj-sjc/ccs-ajc/02.html


Canada’s Court System
• Saskatchewan Court of Appeal (SKCA)

• Hears appeals on all civil and criminal matters

• Saskatchewan Court of King’s Bench (SKKB)

• Serious criminal offences, most family law matters, 

and civil matters greater than $30,000 

• Saskatchewan Provincial Court (SKPC)

• Most criminal matters, youth matters, small claims, 

traffic tickets, bylaws, and some family matters

• Administrative Tribunals & Boards

• Established by legislation

sasklawcourts.ca



Saskatchewan Court of 
King’s Bench (SKKB)

Saskatchewan 
Provincial Court (SKPC) 

Supreme Court of 
Canada (SCC)

Saskatchewan Court 
of Appeal (SKCA)

Administrative
Tribunals



Case Law Resources



Legal Citation

• Case law citation: Neutral citations 

Ravdahl v Saskatchewan, 2009 SCC 7

Plaintiff Defendant

Versus
Year Court

Neutral Citation 



• Accessing case law

• Free resources 

• CanLII.org

• Commercial resources

• Westlaw (Thomson Reuters)

• Advanced Quicklaw (Lexis Nexis)

• vLex Canada (vLex Justis)  

Case Law Resources  

https://www.canlii.org/en/
https://www.canlii.org/en/


• Canadian Legal Information Institute 

(CanLII)

• Provides free access to 

Canadian law (cases and 

legislation at www.canlii.org

• CanLII features a nearly 

complete coverage of 

Saskatchewan court cases from 

1900 to date

Case Law Resources  

http://www.canlii.org/


Written decisions





• CanLII

• Search Scenarios

• Searching for a known case

• Searching for administrative tribunal decisions 

• Searching for a case with a common name

• Searching for case law that cites legislation

• Keyword searching 

Case Law Resources  



• CanLII

• Searching for a known case law

• The easiest way to find a case is to search 

by neutral citation

• You can also search by case name

• Let’s locate Hoffmann v Monsanto, 2007 

SKCA 47 

Case Law Resources  











Researching Case Law

• CanLII

• Searching for administrative tribunal decisions

• CanLII provides access to a decisions from 

over twenty Saskatchewan tribunals

• For example, the Office of Residential 

Tenancies, the Information and Privacy 

Commissioner, the Human Rights Tribunal, 

etc. 











• CanLII

• Searching for a case with a common name

• You are looking for a Saskatchewan Court of 

Appeal criminal judgment involving an 

individual with the surname Smith

• You seem to recall the case took place in the 

last five or ten years and dealt with drug 

trafficking

Case Law Resources  











• CanLII

• Searching for case law that cites legislation

• You are searching for case law that 

comments on The Saskatchewan 

Administration of Estates Act, SS 1998, c A-

4.1

• How many times has section 14 of been 

considered in the court?

Case Law Resources  











• CanLII

• Searching for case law on a point of law

• Can I keep a sheep as a pet in 

Saskatchewan?  

Case Law Resources  







Your Turn

• Your turn:

• Can you locate this bill from the 29th Legislature, 

1st Session?

• A strategy for suicide prevention,

• What is its full name & bill number?  

• When did it pass second reading?

• What committee was it sent to?

• By which method did it come into force?

• What did this bill address?  



Your Turn

• Your turn: 

• Can you locate this bill from the 43rd Parliament, 

2nd session?

• Bill C-33

• What is its full name?  

• When did it pass first reading in the 

senate?

• What did this bill address? 



Your Turn

• Your turn: 

• Can you locate this Provincial statute?

• The All-Terrain Vehicles Act, SS 1988-89, c A 

18.02

• Does it have any regulations?  

• What doesn’t the definition of all-terrain 

vehicle include?  



Your Turn

• Your turn:

• Can you locate this federal statute?

• Criminal Code, RSC 1985, C-46

• What does section 365 address?



Your Turn

• Your turn:

• Can you identify these case law citations?  

  R v Lewko, 2002 SKCA 121

  Reiter v Powell, 2016 SKQB 100

R v A.M., 2019 SKPC 46

R v Verma, 2019 BCCA 313



Your Turn

• Your turn:

• Can you locate this case?

• Frank v Linn, 2013 SKQB 28

• The name of the judge?  

• The name of a federal statute this case 

cited?

• The name of a case that cites Frank v 

Linn?  

• Any content available on CanLII Connects?  



Your Turn

• Your turn: 

• Can you locate this case?

• A British Columbia Court of Appeal criminal 

case:

• The case involved someone with the surname 

Thompson, a sawed-off gun, and an 

attempted murder 

• You seem to recall the case took place 

sometime in the mid 1990s



Your Turn

• Your turn:

• Can you locate this case?

• I heard a rumour that Columbia Pictures was 

involved in a lawsuit with someone in 

Saskatchewan who was the author of the 

movie Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon.  Is it 

true?
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