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C O N T A C T
Phone: 1-877-989-4999 or 306-569-8020 

Email: reference@lawsocietysk.ca

Chat: lawsociety.sk.ca/legal-resources-library

reference@lawsociety.sk.ca
Instant Chat 
1-877-989-4999 or 306-569-8020
lawsociety.sk.ca/legal-resources-library
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Digital Resources

Visit lawsociety.sk.ca

Login to our Member Resource Section to access an outstanding digital 

collection, right on your desktop or device, from anywhere in the world:

https://www.lawsociety.sk.ca/members-section/
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Digital Resources
Login to our Member Resource Section to access an outstanding digital 

collection, right on your desktop or device, from anywhere in the world:

https://www.lawsociety.sk.ca/members-section/


Regina King’s Bench Court House Saskatoon King’s Bench Court House

Resource Spaces
Available to members in Regina and Saskatoon, offering free Wi-

Fi, comfortable workspaces, print resources, and in-person 

expertise . 

Search our resource catalogue or contact us to request materials. 

For members outside Regina or Saskatoon, texts will be mailed 

or couriered directly to you. 

https://www.lawsociety.sk.ca/legal-resources-library/


Alan Kilpatrick
(Regina)

Ken Fox
(Saskatoon)

Sara Stanley
(Regina)

Amanda Irvine 
(Saskatoon)

reference@lawsociety.sk.ca
Instant Chat

lawsociety.sk.ca/legal-resources-library
1-877-989-4999 or 306-569-8020

Information & Research Expertise
We can quickly find whatever you are looking for. Contact us with your 

information and resource questions. If it takes longer than five minutes 

to find, ask us!  



• We encourage you to watch this free recorded CPD:

• CPD 340 – Discover YOUR CanLII (October 

2022) (October 2022)

• CPD 320 – Discovering YOUR Westlaw: Get the 

Most Out of this Amazing Tool! (March 2022)

• CPD 310: Searching Saskatchewan Legislation: 

Your Key Primer (October 2021)

Additional FREE CPD

https://www.lawsociety.sk.ca/event/free-webinar-discover-your-canlii-cpd-340/
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Good Practices for Legal 

Research

BAD HABITS

GOOD HABITS



Good Practices for Legal Research

• Jungle

• Cost

• Usability

• Skill

• Knowledge 

• And more



Tip: Use commentary to energize your research.

Good Practices for Legal Research

Free to use sources:

• Law Library Catalogue

• CanLII’s Commentary

Commercial sources:  

• Irwin Law/Emond Publishing ebooks

• Westlaw/Quicklaw ebooks

• Canadian Encyclopedic Digest

• Halbury’s Laws of Canada

Consider:

• A law library libguide, resource guide, or colleague

https://casls-primo-prod.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/primo-explore/search?sortby=rank&vid=01CASLS_LSOS&lang=en_US
https://casls-primo-prod.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/primo-explore/search?sortby=rank&vid=01CASLS_LSOS&lang=en_US
https://www.canlii.org/en/commentary/
https://www.canlii.org/en/commentary/
https://libguides.usask.ca/law


Tip: Use non-traditional sources for recent developments.

Free to use sources:

• Blogs (LawBlogs.ca)

• CanLII’s Commentary

• Google

• Government or court websites

Commercial sources:  

• HeinOnline journal articles 

• The Lawyer’s Daily

• Quicklaw newsletters

Good Practices for Legal Research

• Lawyer/firm contact 

information

• Parallel citations

• American Case law and 

Articles

• Recent issues in the news

http://www.lawblogs.ca/
https://www.canlii.org/en/commentary/
https://www.canlii.org/en/commentary/
https://www.google.com/
https://www.google.com/
https://www.thelawyersdaily.ca/
https://www.thelawyersdaily.ca/


Tip: Learn to use online and offline resources in tandem.

• It can be difficult to understand how digital resources 

are organized without any sense of how the 

corresponding print resources are organized 

• Using Vinyl & Spotify to Understand Legal Information 

Online

Good Practices for Legal Research



Tip: Visit the Legal Resources homepage if you aren’t sure 

where to start.  

Good Practices for Legal Research

https://www.lawsociety.sk.ca/le
gal-resources-library/

https://www.lawsociety.sk.ca/legal-resources-library/


Tip: Four questions to ask before searching a legal 

resource tool for the first time. 

1. What is the scope of the database?

2. What constitutes a record?

3. What is the search syntax?

4. How will the results be ordered?

Good Practices for Legal Research



Tip: Choose the best primary law resource.

Good Practices for Legal Research

Legislation 

Provincial:

• Publications Saskatchewan 

• Legislative Assembly of 

Saskatchewan

Federal:

• Justice Laws

• Legisinfo

Case Law

Free to use sources:

• CanLII

Commercial sources:

• Quicklaw Advance

• Westlaw Canada

• vLex Canada

Consider:

• Case digesting newsletter 

(Saskatchewan CaseMail) 

• Quicklaw newsletters

• The Canadian Abridgment 

(Westlaw)

https://www.lawsociety.sk.ca/legal-resources-library/research-tools/case-mail/
https://www.lawsociety.sk.ca/legal-resources-library/research-tools/case-mail/


Tip: Choose the best primary law resource.

• Primary law coverage across Canada’s free and 

commercial legal databases (CanLII, Quicklaw, 

Westlaw, etc.) is largely comparable with similar 

coverage being offered. 

• Commercial resources far exceeds free 

resources in terms of the digital commentary 

content available.  

Good Practices for Legal Research



CanLII Quicklaw vLex Westlaw
Cost Free Commercial Commercial Commercial 
Who? Public Commercial Commercial Commercial
Searchability Comparable Comparable Comparable Comparable
Case Law Comparable Comparable Comparable Comparable
Legislation Comparable Comparable Ontario Only Comparable
Commentary • CanLII Connects 

case digests 
• Growing collection 

of miscellaneous 
and older 
commentary 

• Case law 
headnotes

• Dictionaries
• Drafting materials
• Halsbury’s Laws of 

Canada
• Legislative 

concordances
• Multiple eTexts & 

commentary
• Practical guidance
• Quantums
• QuickCite
 

• Irwin Law 
eBooks 

• Vincent

• Articles & 
newsletters

• Canadian 
Abridgment

• Canadian 
Encyclopedia 
Digest

• Case law digests
• Citing references
• Criminal Source
• Employment 

Source
• Estates Source
• Family Source
• ICLL
• Labour Source
• O’Brien’s Forms
• Words & 

Phrases



Good Practices for Legal Research

• Tip: Boolean operators offer more precision and 

efficiency.  



• Tip: Boolean operators offer more precision and 

efficiency.  Common search syntax include:

• AND robbery AND weapon

• OR (armed OR weapon OR knife OR gun)

• “ ”  “child of marriage”

• (  )  (drugs OR “controlled substance”)

• creat! creature, creation, create, creating, etc 

• /p  officer /p ask

• /5  officer /5 ask

Good Practices for Legal Research



• Tip: The best legal research,  

• Is iterative

• Is messy 

• Includes mistakes and missteps

• Has multiple starts and stops

• Isn't static

• Is rarely complete after the first attempt

Good Practices for Legal Research



Tip: What about legal research 
AI? 

 

Upcoming Webinar:

Wednesday, April 19th, 
12:00pm – 1:00pm

Discover YOUR vLex 

1.0 free CPD

Good Practices for Legal Research

https://blog.vlex.com/ai-powered-legal-research-added-to-
the-tool-kit-of-every-lawyer-in-saskatchewan-a9b8050ddbde
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• Final Tip: Targeted Resources for FCAA lawyers   

• Administrative

• Business

• Commerce 

• Consumer Protection

• Debtor-Creditor

• Mortgages

• Pension

• Securities

• ETC. 

Good Practices for Legal Research



vLex: Irwin Law eBooks

• Bankruptcy & Insolvency Law ( 
2015) 

• Law of Partnerships & 
Corporations (2018) 

• Mergers, acquisitions, and other 
changes of corporate control 
(2020) 

• Pension Law (2021) 

• Personal property security law 
(2022) 

• Securities Law (2018) 

Good Practices for Legal Research

Tip: Targeted Online Commentary



Westlaw: Canadian 
Encyclopedic Digest (2023) 

• Administrative Law

• Debtor and Creditor

• Pensions — Private

• Pensions — Public

• Mortgages (Western)

• Securities

• Securities and Stock 
Exchanges

Good Practices for Legal Research

Tip: Targeted Online Commentary



Good Practices for Legal Research

Tip: Targeted Online Commentary



Westlaw: Canadian Abridgment 
Digests (2023) 

• Administrative law

• Bankruptcy and insolvency

• Business associations 

• Debtors and creditors

• Financial institutions

• Pensions

• Securities 

Good Practices for Legal Research

Tip: Targeted Case Law



Paragraph 

Content

Linked 

Footnote

Canadian 

Abridgment 

Link



Canadian 

Abridgment 

Link

Canadian Abridgment Digests
• Collection of case law digests
• Covers almost every reported decision 

since the 1800s
• Locate digests of every case dealing 

with a particular legal topic
• Easily accessible through the CED

The CED is an online textbook and a 
quick way to advance to case law 
authorities on point



Digest



s



• Canadian Business Corporations 
Act Annotated (2023)

• Canadian Law of Mortgages 
(2018) 

• Digital Commerce in Canada 
(2020)

• Duties of Securities Brokers in 
Canada (2021)

• Hearings before administrative 
tribunals (2016) 

• Principles of Administrative Law 
(2020)

• Securities Regulation in Canada 
(2019) 

Good Practices for Legal Research

Tip: Targeted Print Commentary

https://casls-primo-prod.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/q3poag/01CASLS_LSOS_ALMA215309570003477
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https://casls-primo-prod.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/q3poag/01CASLS_LSOS_ALMA2117929950003477
https://casls-primo-prod.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/q3poag/01CASLS_LSOS_ALMA2117929950003477
https://casls-primo-prod.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/q3poag/01CASLS_LSOS_ALMA2118639930003477
https://casls-primo-prod.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/q3poag/01CASLS_LSOS_ALMA2118639930003477
https://casls-primo-prod.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/q3poag/01CASLS_LSOS_ALMA2118639930003477
https://casls-primo-prod.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/eo4bmu/01CASLS_LSOS_ALMA217419740003477
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https://casls-primo-prod.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/eo4bmu/01CASLS_LSOS_ALMA217419740003477
https://casls-primo-prod.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/q3poag/01CASLS_LSOS_ALMA2117339980003477
https://casls-primo-prod.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/q3poag/01CASLS_LSOS_ALMA2117339980003477
https://casls-primo-prod.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/q3poag/01CASLS_LSOS_ALMA2116539800003477
https://casls-primo-prod.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/q3poag/01CASLS_LSOS_ALMA2116539800003477




Print 

• Carswell's form and precedent 
collection : corporate 
precedents (2015) 

Online

• Westlaw: O'Brien's 
Encyclopedia of Forms (2022)

• Division I, Commercial 
and General

• Division II, Corporations 

Good Practices for Legal Research

Tip: Targeted Forms & Precedents

https://casls-primo-prod.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/q3poag/01CASLS_LSOS_ALMA215694740003477
https://casls-primo-prod.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/q3poag/01CASLS_LSOS_ALMA215694740003477
https://casls-primo-prod.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/q3poag/01CASLS_LSOS_ALMA215694740003477
https://casls-primo-prod.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/q3poag/01CASLS_LSOS_ALMA215694740003477
https://www.lawsociety.sk.ca/members-section/
https://www.lawsociety.sk.ca/members-section/
https://www.lawsociety.sk.ca/members-section/


Scenario



• Our Scenario:  

• A will was found in the testator’s files, but it 

had been crumpled up and ripped into three 

pieces. Will the will be revoked? 

• Our intention is to demonstrate good search 

technique and process that can be applied to 

any online resource or area of law.  

Scenario Demonstration



38

CanLII.orgRobbery WeaponBoth 
Terms

Narrows the search & Less results

ANDOR

Broadens the search & more results

Both 
Terms

GunKnife



• Keyword Search Strategy:

• Step 1: Brainstorm for keywords

• Step 2: Identify concepts

• Step 3: Create search query

• Step 4: Analyze results

• Step 5: Reformulate search

Scenario



• Keyword Search Strategy:

• Step 1: Brainstorm for keywords

• Will, estates, destroyed, damaged, 

crumpled, ripped, revocation

Scenario



• Your Keyword Search Strategy:

• Step 2: identify key concepts, grouping 

synonyms

• CONCEPT 1 = wills

• CONCEPT 2 = estates

• CONCEPT 3 = destroy / rip / damage / tear

• CONCEPT 4 = revocation

Scenario



• Keyword Search Strategy:

• Advanced Search Formula:  

• (1a OR 1b OR 1c) AND (2a OR 2b OR 2c) 

AND (3a OR 3b OR 3c)

• 1 and 2 and 3 are distinct CONCEPTS

• 1a, 1b, 1c are variants of CONCEPT 1

Scenario



• Keyword Search Strategy:

• Advanced Search Formula:  

• wills AND estates AND (destroy OR rip OR 

damage OR tear) 

Scenario



44



45

Is this a reasonable 
number of results?  



Can we improve this 
search?  How?





What is our next 
step?



49











Do we still need to 
look at these 58 

cases?
Can we fix this?



55



Scenario: A will was found in the 
testator’s files, but it had been 

crumpled up and ripped into three 
pieces. Will the will be revoked? 

Facts: will, rip, tear
Legal concepts: revocation

First search: wills AND estates AND 
(destroy OR rip OR damage OR tear) 

Refined search: EXACT(wills) AND 
EXACT(estates) AND (destroy OR 

damage OR rip OR tear)

Result: More than 40,000 cases and 
2000 legislative documents

Result: 33 Saskatchewan legislative 
documents

Result: Section 16 of The Wills Act, 
SS 1996, c 14.1

New search: “burning tearing or 
otherwise destroying” 

Result: 13 Saskatchewan cases

Refined search: EXACT(wills) AND 
EXACT(estates) AND ((destroy OR 
damage OR rip OR tear) /5 will)

Result: 17 Saskatchewan cases

Mapping Our 

Research Trail

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

Result: Two recent Court of Appeal 
decisions
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