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Overview 

▪ Why Did I Become a Law Librarian?

▪ What is the Law Society of Saskatchewan? 

▪ What Do We Do?

▪ Tips for Prospective Law Librarians

▪ Confessions of a New Law Library Director



Why Did I Become a Librarian?

▪ MLIS 2013, Western

Five Questions with CALL/ACBD Member Alan Kilpatrick

https://www.callacbd.ca/CALL-Blog/9055569


What is the Law Society of Saskatchewan? 

Law Society of Saskatchewan Legal Resources Department

▪ Digital Resources

▪ Print resources 

▪ Reference & Research

▪ Resource Libraries

▪ Training

▪ Public Legal Information 

https://www.lawsociety.sk.ca/
https://www.lawsociety.sk.ca/legal-resources-library/


Strategic Priorities

OUR GOAL:  

STRENGTHENED 

ACCESS TO JUSTICE

OBJECTIVE 1: 

COMPETENCY OF 
LAWYERS IS ENHANCED

1A. Provide access to a 
leading legal resource 

collection 

1B. Provide legal 
reference, research 

expertise, and training

OBJECTIVE 2: 

ACCESS TO LEGAL 
INFORMATION/JUSTICE 

IS INCREASED

2A. Support public access 
to legal information and 

assistance

2B. Create, publish, and 
maintain Saskatchewan 

legal content



Strategic Priorities

(i) The lawyers in the province who rely on our 
legal resources to effectively practice law; and 

(ii) The public in need of legal information, 
competent legal representation, and accessible 
justice; 

User groups



What Do I Do?  

▪ Setting Strategic Priorities 

▪ Managing Resources

▪ Reference & Research Services Support

▪ Providing Training

▪ Amplifying Public Legal Information Access & Referrals   

▪ Marketing 

▪ Communications
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Managing Resources

▪ Digital Resources

▪ Member Resource Section

▪ Print Resources

▪ The Curse of Loose-Leaf Law Books

▪ Death to Loose-Leaf?

▪ Loose Leaf Pain No One’s Gain

▪ Management

▪ Usage 

▪ Surveys (Survey on the Continuation of Westlaw and Other Online 
Resources (March 2022) 

https://www.lawsociety.sk.ca/members-section/
https://www.lawsociety.sk.ca/members-section/
http://www.slaw.ca/2015/07/22/the-curse-of-loose%c2%ad-leaf-law-books/
http://www.slaw.ca/2015/07/22/the-curse-of-loose%c2%ad-leaf-law-books/
http://www.slaw.ca/2015/07/22/the-curse-of-loose%c2%ad-leaf-law-books/
http://www.slaw.ca/2015/07/22/the-curse-of-loose%c2%ad-leaf-law-books/
http://www.slaw.ca/2012/06/27/death-to-loose-leaf/
http://www.slaw.ca/2012/06/27/death-to-loose-leaf/
http://www.slaw.ca/2012/06/27/death-to-loose-leaf/
http://www.slaw.ca/2012/06/27/death-to-loose-leaf/
http://www.slaw.ca/2015/07/24/loose-leaf-pain-no-ones-gain/
http://www.slaw.ca/2015/07/24/loose-leaf-pain-no-ones-gain/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Preview/?sm=ZLcoC8v_2BHZ_2BSN0WhwG5dypWSx_2Fz_2FPm27agcuVmqvu7lQMn8SRVRVqKzl6Vug3p9C
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Preview/?sm=ZLcoC8v_2BHZ_2BSN0WhwG5dypWSx_2Fz_2FPm27agcuVmqvu7lQMn8SRVRVqKzl6Vug3p9C


Reference & Research Support

▪ Reference Support

▪ Quick reference (Generally, less than 30 minutes) 

▪ Premium Research Support

▪ $120 per hour

▪ Free/Discounted Services:

▪ Legal Aid, Pro Bono Law, Etc. 

▪ Artificial Intelligence & Research?



Providing Training

▪ One on one or group sessions

▪ Professional Development Webinars
▪ Discover YOUR CanLII (2022) 
▪ Discovering YOUR Westlaw (2022)
▪ Searching Saskatchewan Legislation(2021)

▪ Video Series
▪ New Student Orientation: Research & Resources (2023)
▪ Research & Resources for USask LAW 245.2 LRW (2020)

https://www.lawsociety.sk.ca/event/free-webinar-discover-your-canlii-cpd-340/
https://www.lawsociety.sk.ca/event/free-webinar-discover-your-canlii-cpd-340/
https://vimeo.com/manage/videos/683944248/1dafc8fd56
https://vimeo.com/manage/videos/683944248/1dafc8fd56
https://vimeo.com/640108114/4c702fe8da
https://vimeo.com/640108114/4c702fe8da
https://vimeo.com/showcase/7418925
https://vimeo.com/showcase/7418925
https://vimeo.com/showcase/7624100
https://vimeo.com/showcase/7624100


Public Legal Information: Access & Referrals

▪ We aim to connect the public with credible legal information and assistance by:  

▪ Amplifying legal information and assistance sources  

▪ Creating tools and guides 

▪ Collaborating with other stakeholders

▪ Law Society Access to Justice Working Group:

▪ Find Legal Assistance Directory Update

▪ Incarcerated Persons Project

▪ Legal Information Guidelines

▪ Public Library Law Librarian On Site Initiative

▪ Remote Public Access Pilot

▪ Saskatchewan Access to Legal Information (SALI) Initiative

Law Librarians and their Role in Access to Justice
Legal Skies Podcast, s3e2

https://lssv6.alinityapp.com/client/publicdirectory
https://lssv6.alinityapp.com/client/publicdirectory
https://www.lawsociety.sk.ca/initiatives/access-to-justice/legal-information-guidelines/
https://www.lawsociety.sk.ca/initiatives/access-to-justice/legal-information-guidelines/
https://librarycanuck.com/2020/08/04/embedded-law-librarians-in-the-public-library-saskatchewans-law-librarian-on-site-initiative/
https://librarycanuck.com/2020/08/04/embedded-law-librarians-in-the-public-library-saskatchewans-law-librarian-on-site-initiative/
https://www.lawsociety.sk.ca/initiatives/access-to-justice/saskatchewan-access-to-legal-information/
https://www.lawsociety.sk.ca/initiatives/access-to-justice/saskatchewan-access-to-legal-information/
https://www.buzzsprout.com/391717/8686836-s3e2-law-librarians-and-their-role-in-access-to-justice


Public Legal Information Access & Referrals

LEGAL PROBLEM 
RESOLUTION

LEGAL ADVICELEGAL INFORMATION

• Law Libraries

LEGAL PROBLEMS

Law Librarians and their Role in Access to Justice
Legal Skies Podcast, s3e2

• Lawyers

https://www.buzzsprout.com/391717/8686836-s3e2-law-librarians-and-their-role-in-access-to-justice


Public Legal Information Access & Referrals

Law Librarians and their Role in Access to Justice
Legal Skies Podcast, s3e2

▪ We aim to connect members with credible legal information and assistance by:  

▪ Amplifying legal information and assistance sources  

▪ Creating tools and guides 

▪ Collaborating with other stakeholders

▪ Law Society Access to Justice Working Group:

▪ Find Legal Assistance Directory Update

▪ Incarcerated Persons Project

▪ Legal Information Guidelines

▪ Public Library Law Librarian On Site Initiative

▪ Remote Public Access Pilot

▪ Saskatchewan Access to Legal Information (SALI) Initiative

https://www.buzzsprout.com/391717/8686836-s3e2-law-librarians-and-their-role-in-access-to-justice
https://lssv6.alinityapp.com/client/publicdirectory
https://lssv6.alinityapp.com/client/publicdirectory
https://www.lawsociety.sk.ca/initiatives/access-to-justice/legal-information-guidelines/
https://www.lawsociety.sk.ca/initiatives/access-to-justice/legal-information-guidelines/
https://librarycanuck.com/2020/08/04/embedded-law-librarians-in-the-public-library-saskatchewans-law-librarian-on-site-initiative/
https://librarycanuck.com/2020/08/04/embedded-law-librarians-in-the-public-library-saskatchewans-law-librarian-on-site-initiative/
https://www.lawsociety.sk.ca/initiatives/access-to-justice/saskatchewan-access-to-legal-information/
https://www.lawsociety.sk.ca/initiatives/access-to-justice/saskatchewan-access-to-legal-information/


Marketing 

▪ Expertise, Convenience, Navigation, Innovation

▪ Blog posts, podcasts, social media 

▪ Stakeholder Conferences

▪ Canadian Bar Association, Saskatchewan Branch, Midwinter 
Meeting 

C O N T A C T
Phone: 1-877-989-4999 or 306-569-8020 

Email: reference@lawsocietysk.ca

Chat: lawsociety.sk.ca/legal-resources-library

mailto:reference@lawsocietysk.ca
lawsociety.sk.ca/legal-resources-library
lawsociety.sk.ca/legal-resources-library
lawsociety.sk.ca/legal-resources-library
lawsociety.sk.ca/legal-resources-library
lawsociety.sk.ca/legal-resources-library


Communications  

▪ Basic communications 

▪ Clear processes 

▪ Knowledge Management 

▪ Annual Report

▪ Access to Justice Week



Tips for Prospective Law Librarians 

▪ It’s never too early to start networking 

▪ Get active

▪ Network widely and wisely 

▪ Share your story

▪ Embrace new situations

Taking the ‘Work’ Out of Networking: Build Relationships, Not a 
Stack of Business Cards 
2018 Canadian Association of Law Libraries Conference

https://librarycanuck.com/2018/06/01/build-bridges-and-broaden-your-reach/
https://librarycanuck.com/2018/06/01/build-bridges-and-broaden-your-reach/
https://librarycanuck.com/2018/06/01/build-bridges-and-broaden-your-reach/


Confessions of a New Library Director

▪ Research your home

▪ Budgeting

▪ Expand your focus 

▪ Relationships

Confessions of a New Law Library Director 
2021 Canadian Association of Law Libraries Conference

https://librarycanuck.com/2021/06/01/confessions-of-a-new-law-library-director-2/


Thank you!

Alan Kilpatrick, BA MLIS (he/him)

Co-Director, Legal Resources, Law Society (Regina)

Alan.kilpatrick@lawsociety.sk.ca

@Alan_Kilpat

librarycanuck.com

mailto:Alan.kilpatrick@lawsociety.sk.ca
https://twitter.com/Alan_Kilpat
https://librarycanuck.com/


Space Management 

Blog Post: What’s a Bit 
of Space?  

https://librarycanuck.com/2020/01/17/whats-a-bit-of-space/
https://librarycanuck.com/2020/01/17/whats-a-bit-of-space/


Space Management 

Blog Post: What’s a Bit 
of Space?  

https://librarycanuck.com/2020/01/17/whats-a-bit-of-space/
https://librarycanuck.com/2020/01/17/whats-a-bit-of-space/
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