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Why use CanLII? 
• CanLII is funded by Canada’s Law 

Societies through the Federation of Law 
Societies, on an FTE membership basis.  

CanLII offers: 
• Outstanding collection of law
• Growing collection of legal commentary 
• Robust search interface
• Free and open access to Canadian law

Reap the benefit of this investment.
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Introductory Comments
Brenda Alm

Manager, Partnerships and Content, CanLII



A little about CanLII



The situation as it was

•In 1993, it costs $200-300 to access a 
Supreme Court of Canada decision

•In 2002, free access to legal information was 
an ambitious dream

•In the Montreal Declaration on Free Access 
to Law, we enunciated simple statements

• Public legal information […] is part of 
the common heritage of humanity

• Access to this information promotes 
justice and the rule of law

• Government bodies that create or 
control that information should 
provide access



Lexum



Recent Project – AI Summaries



Recent Project – AI Summaries



Recent Project – AI Summaries



Expanding Access: Enrichments In Both Official Languages 
& Federal Materials

 BILINGUAL ACCESS 

✓ All enrichments in both official languages 
✓ French summaries added to English-only documents
✓ English summaries for French-only documents (coming 
soon)
→ First-ever French access to Saskatchewan law

  FEDERAL MATERIALS  

✓ All enrichments extended to federal case law
✓ Consolidated federal legislation included

 Long Summary Structured legal reasoning: 
facts, procedural history, issues, decisions Linked 
directly to relevant paragraphs

 Short Summary 2-3 sentence version for quick 
scanning Replaces keyword-based search snippets

 Meaningful Title Essence-based naming beyond 
party names Example: "Dismissal of Appeals: 
Evaluating Merit and Importance"

 Area of Law Classification Categorized into 50+ 
legal areas Filter and refine search results

 Representative Keywords Key concepts 
extracted per legal area Deeper indexing of 
secondary topics

Searchable, understandable, and accessible in both 
official languages



Tips, Tricks, and Tools
Alan Kilpatrick

Co-Director, Legal Resources, Law Society of Saskatchewan



Assess and choose the resource that best meets your needs
• With so many resources available in the digital era, it’s an information 

jungle out there. How do you pick the best resource? 

• A key part of your job as a legal researcher is to choose the most effective, 
efficient, and suitable resource/tool for your purposes and goals. Coverage 
and functionality vary.  

• In what situations would you pick CanLII as your tool? 

Tips, Tricks, and Tools 



CanLII Lexis+ vLex Westlaw
Cost Free to use Commercial Commercial Commercial

Who? Public Commercial Commercial Commercial
Searchability Comparable Comparable Enhanced functionality Comparable

SK 
Legislation

Current & Historical Current Only None Current Only

SK Tribunals Excellent Good None Poor 
Commentary • AI case and 

legislation 
summaries 

• CanLII Connects 
case digests 

• Growing 
collection of 
commentary 

• Case law 
headnotes

• Dictionaries
• Drafting materials
• Halsbury’s Laws of 

Canada
• Legislative 

concordances
• Multiple eTexts & 

commentary
• Practical guidance
• Quantums

• Emond eBooks
• Irwin Law eBooks 
• Legal news and 

blogs 
• Selected journals  
• Vincent AI

• Articles & newsletters
• Canadian Abridgment
• Canadian Encyclopedia 

Digest
• Case law digests
• Citing references
• Criminal Source, 

Employment Source, 
Estates Source, Family 
Source, Labour Source

• O’Brien’s Forms
• Words & Phrases



Use Boolean search operators 

Tips, Tricks, and Tools 



Use the automatic subject classification 

Tips, Tricks, and Tools 



Use the automatic subject classification 

Tips, Tricks, and Tools 



Use MyCanLII

Tips, Tricks, and Tools 

MyCanLII
• A centralized workspace to organize 

and store your research 
• Save cases, legislation, search queries, 

and search history 
• Track when case law or legislation is 

cited



Use the reading pane when reviewing results  

Tips, Tricks, and Tools 



Use the reading pane when reviewing results  

Tips, Tricks, and Tools 



Take advantage of the AI/Human summaries

Tips, Tricks, and Tools 



Check out the jalapeno dicussion intensity 

Tips, Tricks, and Tools 



Check out the jalapeno dicussion intensity 

Tips, Tricks, and Tools 



Use the paragraph and heatmap functionality 

Tips, Tricks, and Tools 

Heat map



Use the paragraph and heatmap functionality 

Tips, Tricks, and Tools 



Search Scenario
Ken Fox

Co-Director, Legal Resources, Law Society of Saskatchewan



Children live with parent A, who works M-F. Parenting schedule 
is based on Parent B’s shift-work schedule. The result is 
instability for the child and custodial parent, as parenting time 
is not coordinated to parent’s work schedule. Would the 
current law in Saskatchewan support a change to this 
arrangement?

















































Concluding Comments
Brenda Alm

Manager, Partnerships and Content, CanLII



CanLII Commentary



CanLII Authors Program… an example



Searching CanLII Commentary



More than primary law… CanLII Connects



Will AI Replace Human Expertise?

What Makes Human Legal Expertise Irreplaceable
Professional judgment based on experience
Critical analysis and strategic thinking
Understanding of real-world legal implications
Accountability and reputation at stake
Contextual knowledge of evolving legal trends

AI as a Tool
Helpful for processing and summarizing
Cannot replace professional insight

CanLII Commentary
Commentary by practicing lawyers and academics
Analysis you can trust and rely upon
Your contributions matter



Questions? 



Brenda Alm
Manager, Partnerships and Content 
brenda.alm@canlii.org

Ken Fox, BASc, MLIS
Co-Director, Legal Resources, Law Society
ken.fox@lawsociety.sk.ca

Alan Kilpatrick, BA, MLIS
Co-Director, Legal Resources, Law Society
alan.kilpatrick@lawsociety.sk.ca

Thank You 

mailto:brenda.alm@canlii.org
mailto:ken.fox@lawsociety.sk.ca
mailto:alan.kilpatrick@lawsociety.sk.ca
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